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Mary Robinson was elected the 38th President of the PEIFA during he 74th Annual Meet-

ing of the organization in late January.  Ms. Robinson’s family has been farming in 

Augustine Cove since 1810 and she has been closely involved with the family farm all her 

life. Mary Robinson completed post secondary education at Acadia University 

 

Before coming home to the family farm, Mary worked in the UK in the potato industry (in 

both agronomy and food processing). 

 

Along with cousins Andrew and Lori, she actively manages Eric C. Robinson Inc. and its 

subsidiaries (a third generation Family Agri Business and recognized in 2014 as one of 

Prince Edward Island’s Heritage Farms).  Eric C. Robinson Inc  is owned by Eric Robin-

son’s six grandchildren of which Mary is one. The farm grows potatoes, grain, soybeans 

and hay farms predominantly on a 4 year rotation.  The potato operation grows, packs 

and markets seed and table potatoes in Canada and the USA. The farm is environmentally 

conscious and is passionate about woodland management 

 

Ms. Robinson is a Certified Crop Advisor and actively manages Island Lime Inc. She sits on the executive and board of the Cana-

dian Agriculture Human Resource Committee and the board of MidIsle Farms and was named by Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz 

to the National Program Advisory Council.  Before becoming President, she sat as the Prince County rep on the Federation 

Board, then as member-at-large on the executive, then as 1st Vice on the executive. 

 

Mary and her husband Mike have two school age children. 

Mary Robinson Elected as PEIFA President 

March 2015 

Alvin Keenan Recognized at PEIFA AGM 
Outgoing PEIFA President Alvin Keenan was recognized for his contribution to the organization at the Federation’s 74th Annual 

General Meeting. Alvin Keenan, who operates Rollo Bay Holdings with his brother Ray and other family members, was a very 

effective president. Highlights from Mr. Keenan’s time as president include: 

 An increase in individual members and three new organizational members; 

 Budget surpluses for the PEIFA; 

 Announcement of the Farmland Financing Program; 

 Increased communications efforts by industry; 

 Implementation of an Animal Care Committee and the introduction of new Farm Animal Care 

legislation on PEI; 

 A Management MOU with the PEI Blueberry Growers Association;  

 The Announcement of a Beef Feeder Program; 

 An increase in Member Benefits. 

 

Mr. Keenan will remain on the PEIFA Board and Executive Committee and will represent the PEIFA on the board of the  

Canadian Federation of  Agriculture. 
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The PEIFA and the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal worked out an arrangement that will 

allow Bonafide farmers the opportunity to opt into a one-time only registration. 

Bonafide farmers may purchase a farm plate at reduced costs. Any truck which has a gross vehicle weight of 10,000 

lbs. or greater (minimum 1 ton trucks) can be registered with a farm plate for $10.00, provided the registered owner 

is a bona fide farmer. 

 

The current annual registration fee for farm trucks of all sizes from 4500 kgs to 63,500 kgs is $10.00.  

 

The Department of Transportation is offering an option of a "One Time Only" registration fee for each Farm 

Plated Vehicle that belongs to a Farmer. The registration fee will be only paid once as long as the farmer owns the 

vehicle (it will never expire).  

 

Registered owners of Farm Plated Vehicles would only need to go to an Access PEI office when a "new to them" ve-

hicle is being registered in their name.  

 

The proposed "One Time Only" registration fees are as follows.  

Farm trucks - $100.00  

Highway Tractors - $100.00  

 

Refunds for Farm Truckers and Highway Tractors will be based on a 10 year look back window (if the vehicle is sold 
or replaced within 10 years).  

For example - A Highway Tractor registration fee of $100.00 is paid. The Highway Tractor is sold 6 years later. 
$100.00 minus 6 x $10.00 = $ 60.00 with an $40.00 refund to the farmer . 

 

One-time registration for farm vehicles will be available starting April 6, 2015 at Access PEI offices.  

PEIFA Works with Province on Farm Plate Option 

Almost everyone would like to get rid of red tape. The PEIFA has been meeting 

with the PEI Department of Innovation and Advanced Learning through Project 

ART (addressing red tape) in an effort to identify items of red tape farmers 

would like eliminated. The project is led by Jane Mallard and she has asked PEIFA 

members to identify six items that cause undue red tape for members.  

We have a couple of suggestions already from members; 1) Streamline the appli-

cation for renewing Marked Fuel Permits and 2) Streamline the renewal for 

grassed headland or exemption permits. 

If you have a suggestion please contact John Jamieson at the PEIFA office or send him an 

email: johnj@peifa.ca.  

Addressing Red Tape 
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Resolutions Passed at 2015 AGM  

1. Whereas most land on Prince Edward Island is privately owned and of that the majority is owned by 
farmers; 

Whereas some off-highway vehicle users do not respect the rights of landowners to prohibit access to their 
property and landowners are becoming frustrated. Enforcement personnel lack effective legislative tools to 
deal effectively with trespassers; 

Whereas farmers across Prince Edward Island have had farmland destroyed and/or livestock disrupted by 
the unauthorized use of off-highway vehicles on private land;  

Therefore Be It Resolved that the PEI Federation of Agriculture lobby the Provincial Government to: 

 Amend legislation to require that off-highway vehicle drivers (individually or through a recognized 
club or association) acquire written permission from landowners. 

 Amend legislation to ensure that operators of off-highway vehicles do not acquire prescriptive 
rights of access against a landowner solely through the use of an off-highway vehicle, whether or 
not permission for use is granted. 

 Amend the legislation so that no person shall operate an off-highway vehicle on any land of which 
the person is not an owner or occupier unless that person carries third-party liability insurance. 

 Amend the legislation to implement an annual off-highway vehicle infrastructure fund that will be 
used to assist in funding remedial work on damages to private or public land caused by the use of 
off-highway vehicles. 

 Amend the legislation to include the provision that operators of off-highway vehicles be required 
to carry a log book indicating the routes they have traveled. 

 Amend the legislation so that fines for non-compliance be set at a minimum of $500. 

2. Whereas there have been acts of illegal tampering on Prince Edward Island with agricultural crops for the purposes 

of committing an illegal act; 

Whereas this tampering has caused severe financial and mental stress on the farmers involved and all members of the 
agriculture community and will continue to cause financial and mental stresses on farmers and the industry; 

Whereas there is a strong potential for further tampering by criminals on all forms of agricultural production; 

And WHEREAS any tampering has the potential to have a serious negative impact on PEI’s farm community and the 
Island’s economy 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the PEI Federation of Agriculture lobby the Province of PEI to make significant changes to the 
Trespass Act to make it illegal for persons, other than those whether conferred by an enactment or otherwise, to 
enter a place of agricultural production or acreage managed for the production of agricultural crops or livestock 
without written permission from the farmer managing the production; 

 

And BE IT FURTHER Resolved that the PEI Federation of Agriculture lobby the Province of PEI to make the penalty 

associated with the illegally entering a place of agriculture production or acreage to be not less than $ 2000 and not 

more than $ 20,000. 



 

 

3. WHEREAS farmers and their employees are often working in fields that do not have a civic address; 

 WHEREAS should there be an accident in these fields it may be difficult for emergency responders to locate the 
scene of an accident and lose valuable time responding to the accident; 

 WHEREAS farmers who utilize foreign workers are required to be able to identify the location of the foreign workers 
at all times; 

 WHEREAS farmers can apply for a civic number to identify farm properties which will assist in safety and meeting the 
regulatory requirements; 

 AND WHEREAS the cost to identify each property is roughly $ 100.00 

  

BE IT RESOLVED that the provincial government and the PEIFA cooperate to develop a program that would provide 
financial assistance to farmers who wish to identify their field properties with a civic number. This will allow emer-
gency personnel to respond to farm accidents more easily and assist in meeting regulatory requirements. 
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Resolutions Passed at 2015 AGM 

ABP Seeks Farmers for Lean Beef Program  

We are looking to process Holstein steers for the purpose of lean meat for our ground beef programs, we are looking for ani-

mals that weight approx.. 1400+ lbs and are approx. 14-18 months of age.  We are looking for lean beef so not much back fat on 

the carcass.  We will be grading the carcass on the weight and amount of fat.  Below is a sample of our pricing grid for the Hol-

stein steers.  We are looking to have producers take part in any of the following aspects of the raising of the animal: 

 

 Raising the animal from birth to finished weight, 

 Take the animal from 1 week old to finished weight, 

 Take a weaned animal to finish weight, 

 Take a back grounded animal to finished weight. 

 

We are still very early on in this project and are processing approx. 10 Holstein steer animals a week but are looking to increase 

numbers to approx. 100 Holstein steers a week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Holstein Steer Pricing Grid week of March 9, 15  

 <600 lbs 600-699 700 + lbs 

< 3mm fat 2.23 2.38 2.48 

4-9mm 2.18 2.33 2.43 

>9mm 1.92 2.08 2.23 



Co-op Energy values the relationship with the PEIFA and when the 

call for propane came, we partnered up with the best in the business.  

 

With almost thirty years in the propane industry, Superior is an excel-

lent working partner for Co-op Energy who will in turn supply pro-

pane to the federation and its members.  

 

We are looking forward to 2015 and expanding our relationship with 

all Federation members, as well as Superior Propane. 

 

For all your propane needs, contact Guy @ 

Guy_Thibodeau@SuperiorPropane.com 

Or call 

902-388-0587 
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PEIFA Annual Report Available to Members 

The PEIFA Annual Report is available to all members of the Federation.  It includes our 

President’s Message, Staff and Program reports, updates from the Canadian Federation 

of Agriculture and reports from many of our commodity organizations. 

 

The Annual Report also includes the audited financial statements as completed by 

BDO Canada. 

 

The report is available to all members and if you would like a copy of our Annual Re-

port please call the office and we send one out to you.  The report is also on our  

website, www.peifa.ca, and can be viewed there. 

NEW Propane Discount for Members! 

mailto:Guy_Thibodeau@SuperiorPropane.com
tel:902-388-0587
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Farmland Financing Program 

Over the past year the PEIFA Board has been meeting with representatives of the Department of Agriculture and Forestry and 

Innovation and Advanced Learning with a goal of introducing a Farmland Financing Program. While it was important to develop a 

program, the PEIFA board and government wanted to make sure the program worked for farmers and did not have any impact 

on farmland values on PEI. 

 

We were pleased to have the program announced at the PEIFA AGM in late January.  The program is now functioning and land 

has been purchased through it. Here are a few details: 

 

Finance PEI will provide two financing streams, of which a farmer is eligible to apply under only one. 

1. Term loan to finance up to 90% - 100% of the purchase price of a maximum of 150 acres of farmland, at a fixed interest rate 

of 4% over a five-year term, with blended principal and interest payments; or 

2. Term loan to finance up to 80% of the purchase price of a maximum of 450 acres of farmland, with either: (a) interest-only 

payments for a five-year period at the prevailing interest rate, or (b) a fixed interest rate of 4%, over a five-year term, with 

blended principal and interest payments 

3. The total length of mortgage can be up to 30 years. 

 

*Financing is eligible on farmland only; woodland, barns or other structures or equipment are excluded. 

*Finance PEI has established a $10 million investment portfolio for this program.  

 

Eligibility Requirements 

1. Any farmer that has an acceptable combination of five years post-secondary education in agriculture and/or work experience 

in a farming operation. 

2. a) Expansion/Succession - the farming operation must be a viable business venture with annual sales of at least $15,000 from 

agricultural commodities, supported by Income Tax Returnsb) New Entrant - cash flow projections to indicate the following: i) 

required annual sales of $15,000 from agricultural commodities will be met, ii) adequate debt servicing to support the proposed 

land purchase 

3. The applicant(s) must have a valid Environmental Farm Plan and Soil Conservation Plan for the farmland being purchased. 

4. The land being financed must be available to be taken as a first charge against the loan. 

5. The Shareholder(s) must provide a Personal Guarantee 

6. The applicant(s) must be a Canadian citizen and a permanent resident of PEI 

  

 

Application Procedure 

1. Complete the Application for Financial Assistance. Application to be supported by: 

 Business Plan, prepared by a qualified Chartered Accountant, acceptable to Finance PEI. To include 3 years of cash flow pro-

jections and 3 years of historical financial statements (if applicable); 

 Appraisal by an Accredited Appraiser; 

 Loan Application Fee in the amount equal to ½ of one percent of the amount of the proposed loan 

  

 

Submit the completed application, together with the above requirements, to an Account Manager with Finance PEI, Commercial 

and Resource Lending. The Account Manager of Finance PEI will conduct an interview with the applicant(s) to discuss the busi-

ness proposal and the next steps required to determine eligibility. 

 

For More Information Contact: Joanne Roberts @ jmroberts@gov.pe.ca or at 902-368-6200 
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Quality Grain Cleaning & Treating Service 
 50MT OFF-LOADING CAPACITY 

 MODERN CLEANING EQUIPMENT 

 CALIBRATED & INSPECTED SEED TREATING SYSTEM 

 OATS, BARLEY & SPRING/WINTER WHEAT 

 

Contact: Justin Rogers  

PH: 902-856-1326 
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December  2014 Flooding 
On December 10th, 2014 PEI (Western PEI in particular) received an abnormally  high rain event that caused wide-

spread flooding across the Island which destroyed a number of roads and caused  other significant damage.  

 

The PEIFA office has heard from a number of farmers who lost stream crossings during this storm and we have been 

in contact with Federal Minister Gail Shea and Provincial Government officials about the issue. 

 

In the event of a large-scale natural disaster, the Government of Canada provides financial assistance to provincial 

and territorial governments through the Disaster Financial Assistance Arrangements (DFAA), administered by Public 

Safety Canada (PS). When response and recovery costs exceed what individual provinces or territories could rea-

sonably be expected to bear on their own, the DFAA provide the Government of Canada with a fair and equitable 

means of assisting provincial and territorial governments.  

 

The Province of PEI will be launching a claim relating to the December, 2014 flooding and, under the program, farm-

ers, managed woodlot and aquaculture operators are a specific category of small business owners. As such, assistance 

to farmers is eligible under the same definition as small business. A number of items are eligible for coverage, includ-

ing stream crossings and severe field erosion. 

If you have experienced a loss as a result of the December flooding please contact the PEIFA office so we 

can pass on that information to the Province. 

2015 Snow Damage 

As PEI continues to dig out from a year with record snowfall, we are asking members to contact the office 

with information if you have suffered building or other losses as a result of snow load. The PEIFA Board will 

be meeting in April and this is information that could be used to advocate on behalf of our members. 

Please contact the PEIFA office with your information. 



2015 PEIFA  Board of Directors  

PEIFA EXECUTIVE MEMBERS 

 Mary Robinson - President 

 David Mol - 1st Vice President  

 Grant Compton- 2nd Vice President  

 Patrick Dunphy - Exec Rep. for PEI Young Farmers 

 Fred Dollar- Member at Large 

 Alvin Keenan - Past President 

 John Jamieson - Executive Director 

PEIFA BOARD MEMBERS 

 Janet Murphy - Director - Chicken Farmers of PEI 

 Ron Maynard - Director - Dairy Farmers of P.E.I. 

 Nathan Burns - Director - Egg Producers of P.E.I. 

 David Mol - Director - Island Grains & Proteins Council 

 Jeremy Stead - Director - PEI Cattle Producers 

 Isaac Thompson - Director - PEI Fur Breeders Association 

 Dale Murray - Director - PEI Hog Commodity Marketing Board 

 Paul Croken - Director - PEI Horticulture Association 

 Chiel Middelkamp - Director - PEI Certified Organic Growers Cooperative 

 Don Godfrey - Director - PEI Potato Board 

 Richard Farmer - Director - PEI Wild Blueberry Growers Association 

 Pat Dunphy - Director - PEI Young Farmers Association 

 Harry Elsinga - Director - PEI Sheep Breeders Association 

 Willem VanderLeeuw - Director—PEI Strawberry Growers Association 

 John Rowe –Director - PEI Woodlot Owners Association 

 David MacNearney -Director-PEI Beekeepers Association 

COUNTY REPRESENTATIVE MEMBERS 

Prince County 

 Justin Rogers  Coleman 

 Eric Phillips  O’Leary 

Queens County 

 Fred Dollar  Winsloe 

 Jennifer MacLeod  Breadalbane 

Kings County 

 Paul Gallant    Souris 

 Philip Bulpitt  Brudenell 
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PEIFA Corporate Partner 

PEIFA Corporate Sponsor 
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CONTACT US 

PEI Federation of Agriculture 

420 University Avenue, Charlottetown, PEI C1A 7Z5 

 

Staff Directory 

John Jamieson       johnj@peifa.ca 

 Executive Director 

Tim Seeber       seebertw@eastlink.ca 

 Advance Payment Program 

Andrew Wood       awood@peifa.ca 

 Advance Payment Program 

Charlotte Crooks       charlottec@peifa.ca 

 EFP/ Farm Safety Officer   

JoAnn Pineau       joann@peifa.ca  

 EFP/Wild Blueberry Assn       

Cliff Thomson       clifft@peifa.ca 

 Office Manager 

www.peifa.ca 

Phone: (902) 368-7289 



 

 

 
Examples of Discounts available for Federation Members for 2015 

   Ram 1500 Quad/Crew Cab     $11,400  

   Ram 1500 Reg Cab      $8,400  

   Ram 2500/3500 Diesel      $12,500  

   Dodge Grand Caravan (Excl CVP - 29E)  $9,000  

   Dodge Grand Caravan CVP - 29E    $8,600  

   Chrysler Town & Country     $11,000  

   Jeep Wrangler       $4,000  

   Jeep Grand Cherokee (excl SRT8)    $5,400  

   Chrysler 300 / 300S / 300C     $6,200  

   Dodge Journey SXT (excl JCDH49)    $5,000  

 

Summerside Chrysler Dodge 

3 Water Street Summerside, PE C1N 4K4  

www.summersidechrysler.com 

Sales 1-866-798-4276 
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FLEET PRICING FOR PEIFA MEMBERS ON 2015 CHRYSLER, DODGE, JEEP  

AND FIAT MODELS 

 


