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The PEI Federation of Agriculture (PEIFA) is the province’s largest farm organization and represents 

approximately 90% of the agriculture production on PEI through its membership which includes individual 

members and 18 member organizations.  Over the past three years the Federation continued to grow in 

membership through individual farm owners and an increase in organizational membership with the 

additions of the PEI Strawberry Growers Association, PEI Beekeepers Association and PEI Woodlot Owners 

Association.  Through our diverse membership all forms of production, both conventional and organic, 

are represented through the PEIFA.  The mandate of the PEIFA is to support and improve the sustainability 

of Island farms and farm families and we believe that all farmers have an equal voice regardless of the 

size of their holdings. 

Agriculture on Prince Edward Island continues to be the largest piece of the provincial economy and 

contributes over 5% of the Provincial Gross Domestic Product.  With almost all of the farms on PEI being 

located in rural communities, the contribution agriculture makes to rural economies is significant. In 2012, 

PEI farmers employed over 4000 people and wages paid being over $ 65M with $45M of that going to 

non-family members. The total business operating expenses for farms on PEI was $382M with almost all 

of it spent on PEI.  All islanders benefit from the dollars that farmers spend. 

Besides the direct contribution there is also the multiplier effect which leads to increased spending in both 

rural and urban economies. Farm businesses across Prince Edward Island support a variety of business 

which, in turn, employ many Islanders.  

The rural character of PEI Is dominated by the Island’s agricultural landscape which offers a checkerboard 
of colors, rolling hills and picturesque farmsteads that is appealing to tourists, Islanders and plays an 
important role in attracting new people to PEI.  
 
 A review of the PEI Policy Manual, along with recent motions passed at Board Meetings, provides some 
insight into five areas that could be expanded and developed to boost agriculture on PEI. Given that 
agriculture remains the key driver in the PEI economy, initiatives that boost this sector will provide 
benefits to all Islanders through an increase in the provincial GDP.  
 
It is also important to note that the items noted below should have broad support from the non-farming 
public. With an election called for May 4th, 2015 we believe the political parties should be interested and 
engaged in the following pillars. 
 
 

 
 
 

Your food, your farmer 



 

 
 

 
There is no doubt that PEI has been challenged in recent years with a number of environmental challenges 
that include fish kills, increasing nitrate levels in surface and groundwater, erosion and decreasing soil 
quality.  Farm organizations, farmers, watershed organizations and government at all levels have been 
working together to address these problems and have had some success. Nitrate levels in island streams 
have been decreasing, efforts are being made to reduce the risk of fish kills and farmers are taking a 
greater interest in initiatives to protect and enhance soil quality. An exhaustive list would be needed to 
list all of the current environmental activities being undertaken.  
 
The following are recommendations that can support increased environmental sustainability in the 
agriculture sector: 

 A continuation of the efforts by the Sustainable Land Use Committee to identify priority areas for 
increased initiatives to reduce the risk of fish kills. Assign or hire coordinators to work directly 
with the farmers in these areas and communicate the activities to the public. 

 Continued and enhanced support for environmental incentives such as the Canada-PEI Agriculture 
Stewardship program and the Alternative Land Use Program. 

 The PEIFA strongly supports the ALUS program as a way to offer farmers an incentive for 
incorporating soil and water conservation practices and we recommend that that a further 
expansion of the ALUS program include incentives to increase organic matter be examined. 

 Support for nutrient management programs and research.  The PEI Federation of Agriculture 
supports nutrient management and groundwater protection standards for pollution prevention. 
Farmers must be encouraged to maintain or enhance their stewardship goals relating to nutrient 
management. Continued support for the 4R Nutrient Stewardship program is highly desirable. 

 The PEIFA supports the concept of variable width buffer zones and feel that farmers should be 

compensated for these buffer zones based on current ALUS payments. 

 The PEIFA recommends that programs and activities that are known to reduce soil erosion 

continue and that an examination of additional programs and activities be conducted. 

 The PEIFA supports research initiatives that examine soil erosion with a particular interest into 

cropping techniques, reduced tillage options, climate change and examine the variety of crop 

rotations now seen on PEI. 

 A land-swap program should be implemented so that farmers with land that has ecological value 

could be traded with provincially-owned land that has agricultural potential.  This increases the 

agricultural production in the province while at the same time increasing the ecological value of 

Crown Land. There may be opportunities where the Province of PEI is the owner of land that  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
 



 

 

may be good for agricultural purposes. We believe the province should identify land that has the 

potential for production (i.e. blueberries, etc.) and work with potential farmers who may want to 

lease the land from the province or offer land in exchange for it. Many provinces such as New 

Brunswick offer residents the opportunity to lease or acquire Crown Land for specific purposes 

and residents can offer environmentally significant land in exchange for land that has agricultural 

potential. A similar program on PEI could allow the province to maintain its Crown Land base and 

increase the environmental significance of its land while supporting the economy of rural PEI. 

 Continued support through the Agricultural Policy Framework for the Environmental Farm Plan 

program. Environmental Farm Plans are assessments voluntarily prepared by farm families to 

increase their environmental awareness in up to 23 different areas on their farm. 

 

 
Diversity is the key to a successful agriculture industry on Prince Edward Island. Potato production, dairy 
farming and livestock production has provided agriculture with the strong background that has allowed 
agriculture to prosper on PEI. All members of the food value chain must continue to implement policies 
that further enhance agricultural diversity. With new and increasing demands for consumer products, 
PEI’s soil, climate and innovative farmers offer much opportunity for success.  
 
The following can assist in further developing diversity in agriculture on PEI: 

 The Beef Enhancement Program is a very good initiative that will encourage the further 
development of cattle herds on PEI and provide a source of product for the Atlantic Beef Products 
plant. 

 The Lean Beef Program with Atlantic Beef Products offers support for the increased value in 
Holstein steers and has strong animal care implications. 

 Industry and the Province should work toward the development of a dairy goat industry on PEI.  
The demand for dairy goat products is growing exponentially. One co-op in Ontario is currently 
selling 20 million liters of goat’s milk at over $ 1.00 per liter. A further 40% expansion in their 
production is anticipated over the next few years.  In Ontario, much of this production is led by 
Amish farmers who also are interested in settling on PEI. 

 Another potential opportunity is in lamb. The Canadian Lamb Producers Cooperative estimates 
that the unmet demand for lamb products in Canada is approximately 1.0-1.5 million lambs with 
the potential for another 300,000 – 500,000 animals should value added lamb products be 
introduced into the mix. 

 Diversity also must include the examination of new markets for crops and livestock that are 
currently being grown and raised on PEI so that the greatest return on investment is realized.  

 We see potential for continued growth in organic production as markets continue to expand.  

 Continued support for the orderly marketing of farm products through the supply management 
system or through the process of contract sales to agri-food companies. 
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 The PEIFA supports the implementation of a food strategy at the provincial and national levels 
and a food strategy can offer many things including: 

o Ensuring a healthy and vibrant food economy on PEI; 
o Furthering sustainable food production strategies and offering potential for marketing 

PEI products as “sustainably grown”; 
o Ensuring that PEI grown, fresh and processed products are the first choice for Islanders, 

Canadians and abroad; 
o Promotion of healthy food choices can have a positive impact on the health of Islanders;  
o Initiatives can be developed to reduce food insecurity in the province; 
o Further increasing the diversity of food grown and processed on PEI; 
o Furthering cooperation among all members of the food value chain; 

 

 
There are some excellent programs currently in place to support new farmers, young farmers and 
succession planning on PEI. They are: 

 The Future Farmer program is strongly supported by the PEIFA as it provides new entrants and 
young farmers access to: 

o Interest Subsidies 
o Infrastructure Funding 
o Mentoring and Training 

 The Farmland Financing Program is an excellent tool to aid new and expanding Island farmers 
seeking to purchase farmland in Prince Edward Island, as well as farmers involved in farmland 
succession. 

 
Other initiatives that could be examined include: 

 A change in the Bonafide Farmer Program that would allow new farmers, who own land, have 
an approved Business Plan that indicates they will reach the eligibility requirements within 
three years and engaged in farming to immediately be recognized as Bonafide Farmers and 
access the benefits attached to this program. 

 Many new entrants and young farmers do not participate in Business Risk Management 
programs for a variety of reasons.  Industry and the Province should examine the potential to 
assist new entrants in the first five (5) years of business: 

o A reduced rate for Agri-Insurance insurance premiums 
o A reduced fee for Agri-Stability participation 
o Provide a “kick-start” deposit that can be used to implement an Agri-Invest account 
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In a province that has agriculture as it primary economic generator the province of PEI must preserve 
agricultural land to guarantee a lasting territorial base for agricultural purposes and to foster the 
preservation and development of farming activities and farm enterprises in the province, in keeping with 
sustainable development imperatives. 
 
When asked their opinion on the objective of protecting agriculture land by regulating the subdivision and 
development of prime agriculture land 83% of our members agreed with this statement. 
 
In January, 2014 the Task Force on Land Use Policy released their final report and recommendations 
relating to protecting agricultural land were included in the report.  The PEIFA agrees with the following 
recommendations from the Task Force: 
 

 Identify arable land; include agricultural reserve zones in official plans where appropriate;  

 Require minimum separation distances for development adjacent to agricultural land; 
acknowledge possible need for secondary housing for persons engaged in the farming enterprise 
(parents, children, workers);  

 Protect agricultural operations by maintaining the option to expand or diversify farms and allow 
for the development of related industries, while respecting compatibility with existing land use 
and infrastructure; 

 Regulate intensive agricultural operations by siting them with care for existing land uses, and 
prevent environmental contamination;  

 Official plans should respect the Farm Practices Act and provide protection for normal farm 
practices; best management practices for manure management should be followed to prevent 
environmental degradation. 

 
The recommendations above were presented to the Task Force by the PEIFA in a brief delivered on 
December 12, 2013. 
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Recently it was announced that P.E.I. exported $1.12 billion worth of products to markets outside of 
Canada with farm products and seafood being the largest component. This was something not achieved 
before and was an increase of 22% from 2013 – 2014.  
 
Islanders and the economy of PEI will be well served if a trend in increased exports continues.  This can 
only be achieved with an effective and efficient transportation system. The challenge for Prince Edward 
Island as an exporting province is our distance from markets. While fuel costs have decreased in recent 
months we do not anticipate lower trucking costs to be maintained in the long term.  
 
Given that PEI has a lack of availability of rail and the lack of an export ready container facility, we have 
an asset that should be given consideration – our deep water ice free ports.  This is a natural transportation 
asset that is under utilized. We would recommend: 
  

 That the Province of PEI, Government of Canada, all municipalities and industry partners work 
together on a strategic review of transportation options that will reduce transport costs and 
enable PEI to be more competitive in distant markets. A through examination of the development 
of a deep water port with an appropriately sized container yard must be part of this process.  
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