BEST PRACTICES FOR OPERATING

FARM EQUIPMENT ON PEI ROADS
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These guidelines are for farmers transporting farm equipment on PEIl roads.
This document is intended to provide recommendations, and should only be

used as a guide. For existing rules and regulations for transporting farm
equipment, refer to the:

PE| Highway Traffic Act

&

Commercial Vehicle (Cargo Securement Regulations)

Acknowledgement

This document was developed by the PEI Federation of Agriculture’s Farm Safety Program in
consultation with commaodity groups, Workers Compensation PEIl, and Prince Edward Island
Highway Safety.
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https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/legislation/h-05-highway_traffic_act.pdf
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/legislation/H%2605-04-Highway%20Traffic%20Act%20Commercial%20Vehicle%20%28Cargo%20Securement%29%20Regulations.pdf

Hazards on Rural Roads

Farmers face many hazards when moving farm equipment on PEl roads

Narrow roads or bridges that aren’t wide enough for large equipment

Motorists miscalculating speed when approaching farm equipment and not able to passin a
safe manner

Roads and shoulders not wide enough to let other traffic by

Blind hills, sharp turns and hidden field driveways

It is essential that both motorists and farm equipment operators do their respective parts to
keep roads safe on PEI.

Motorists must be patient with farm equipment on the roads, especially during busy seasons.

To help avoid collisions between farm equipment and motorists, ensure equipment is clearly
visible and follow all regulated requirements for lighting and signage.
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Lights
In the daytime on PEIl roads, farm machinery should use four-way (hazard) lights.

At night, farm machinery should use headlights and taillights along with four way (hazard)
lights. Field lights are not to be used on the roads.

Be cautious of using too many lights as

this can be confusing to other drivers,
especially when rotating between using the
four way (hazard) lights and signal lights.

Older equipment that may not have proper
lighting can easily be equipped by adding
battery-powered lights.

Lights on Implements

Best judgement is needed for lights on implements. Battery-operated lights may have to be
added to trailers, wagons, etc., if it didn’t come with them.

g e

- f O ‘. = =
]\° : : l.' -
cOo ©0o e A
S50 ©00

E® FEDERATION
& AGRICULTURE




Signage

A slow-moving vehicle sign should be displayed on the back of
farm machinery that travels on roads at less than 40km/hr. This
includes tractors and implements. If it didn’t come with one, it’s
the operator’s responsibility to add one.

Wide load/over dimensional (“D”) sticker may also be displayed on the back of gear.

Use reflective

tape to improve the
visibility of
equipment. Keep
these markers clean;
dirt and dust will
reduce the visibility of
them.
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Use of the Road

If traffic is lined up behind farm equipment,
the equipment operator should find a safe
spot to let traffic pass.

Equipment operators should use
the shoulder of the road,
when solid and wide enough, to pull over
to let traffic pass.
Be aware of mailboxes, garbage bins,
soft shoulders, and steep ditches.

Each situation is different. Be cautious of oncoming traffic when pulling over near hills and
sharp turns.

Always signal when making turns, especially into hidden driveways or field entrances that
aren’t visible or noticeable to regular traffic
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Meeting Oncoming Traffic

When meeting oncoming
traffic, slow down and
move onto the shoulder
when safe to do so

to get past one another
safely.

Sharp turns, hills, unfit shoulders (e.g., washouts, steep ditches), and narrow roads can
increase hazards when large machinery meets oncoming traffic.

When meeting oncoming traffic, if farm equipment takes up more than half the road when
using as much of the shoulder as possible, slow down and find a spot on the shoulder to get by
one another safely.

Left Hand Turns

The left-turn collision is the most common type of farm machinery collision on roads.

The machinery is about to make a left turn, meanwhile the car behind the machinery decides to
pass.

In addition to signal lights, other measures may need to be taken to alert traffic that the
equipment is going to be turning, especially if wide equipment requires swinging wide (onto
the shoulder) to hang a sharp left turn into a narrow driveway.

An essential step is to check beside and behind equipment for cars before making a left turn.
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Pilot/Escort Vehicles

Using a pilot vehicle will help lessen risks with moving equipment. The sight of a pilot vehicle in
front of a wide piece of equipment should signal traffic to pull over to let equipment by safely.

@ A half-ton truck can be used as a pilot vehicle. Use the 4-way flashers and a single light
on the top of the cab to identify it as a pilot vehicle

@ Consider using a pilot vehicle when:
* Moving equipment on highways (90 km/hr) or high traffic roads
» Transporting oversized loads or equipment
o Poor weather or poor lighting (dawn/dusk)

Crossing narrow bridges

Other

Booms, belts, augers or other extending parts shouldn’t be unfolded before getting into a field
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Power Line Safety

Despite all precautions, equipment sometimes comes into contact with overhead power
lines.

Maritime Electric can do a site inspection to determine the height clearance under power
lines. Don’t try to measure line heights yourself to see if your equipment will fit under.

If you do happen to contact a power line with equipment:

1. Break the contact. Move equipment at least 100ft away from lines if possible. If the
equipment can’t be moved, don’t get off it, and don’t let anyone come near

2. Call 911 and Maritime Electric (1-800-670-1012) so crews can isolate and ground the line

3. Don’t get off the equipment until emergency personnel arrive.

If there’s a fire and you must leave the equipment:
1. Call 911 and Maritime Electric. Do not attempt to put the fire out.

2. Jump off the equipment and land with both feet together. Don’t touch the ground and the
machinery at the same time.

3. Shuffle (with both feet on the ground at all times) or hop with both feet together away from the
equipment until 100ft away.

4. Stay at least 100ft away from the equipment and wait for emergency personnel to arrive.

To prepare for a high-load move, contact Maritime Electric to determine height clearances.
Maritime Electric’s 24-Hour Line: 1-800-670-1012
* Press option 5 to speak to someone to make a high load move request if you
think your equipment might come into contact with lines when moving it.
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For questions regarding farm equipment on PEI Roads, please contact

PEI Highway Safety
(902)-368-5227
or
PEI Federation of Agriculture
(902) 368 7289
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